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It is an elementary principle of biology that the lower the order of life, the greater its fertility and propensity for reproduction. Nature requires this because of the comparative helplessness and the enormous wastage of life in the lower organisms. A single fish of certain varieties, for instance, spawns its eggs by the millions. If by happy circumstance some of them become fertilized, the chances are highly improbable of more than a small fraction reaching maturity. Among the mammals, however, the female may produce but half a dozen or less offspring at a time, but she devotes so much ,care to them that they have all a very fair chance of reaching maturity. And it is also a fact that among the same species of animals, the more unfavourable environment is to life, the greater is the tendency to breed, with, of course, a much greater proportion that will never reach maturity. In the human race, the same biologic principle is followed, and it is but natural that man, being a reasoning animal, should still further decrease the number of his offspring by voluntary effort, and at the same time promote their quality and increase their